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1. is now ten years ſince we witneſſed the 


origin of the tremendous Conteſt, into which 
e whole of Europe has been gradually drawn; and it 
i involved us in its cala- 
mities.* During all this period, its courſe has been 
regularly paced =, But, as every progreſs muſt 
have an end, and ſince the end of the progreſs in 
queſtion, as far as it reſpects ourſelves, can only be, 
either the final and total breaking up of our glorious 
Conſtitution, or elſe its more ſecure eſtabliſhment in 
the Chriſtian World; it becomes a taſk of infinite con- 
cernment, to penetrate with the utmoſt labour of mind 
towards an iſſue ſo dreadfully important. And that 
which muſt give the ſharpeſt edge to our anxiety is, 
15 of the preſent conflict 1s ſuch as to have 


is exactly five years, ſince it fir 


that the rapi | 
brought. us, in this ſhort ſpace of time, to the very 


brink of the iſſue; ſo that we are, AT THE PRESENT: 
INSTANT, treading at the criſis, whoſe only alter- 


natives are here deſcribed. 4 


* See the excellent pamphlet of the Hong, R. G. Hanxyzn, Eſq. 


one of the Repreſentatives in Congreſs for the State of South Carolina, 


in North America, On the D/ſpute between the United States and France 


eſpecially the note to p. 93. The ſimple queſtion—* Which was the 


« Aggreſſor, Great Britain or France is there drawn out d a dif. 
tinct point, and fairly determined, by an independent and able by-ſtander. 
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Our ſituation as A PEOPLE, at the preſent hour, 
in reſpe&t of the protecting Providence of God, 
reſembles in an awful manner that of a memorable 
nation, to whom the following folemn communication 
was made on the behalf of that Almighty Governor : 
— I call heaven and earth to record THIS DAY 
„ againſt You, that I have ſet before vou LIFE 
« and DEATH: therefore, chHusk LIKE, THAT 
« THOU AND THY SEED MAY LIVE.“ 


The Cxrs1s, to which we are now breught, pre- 
ſents to our choice the two alternatives of Ruin and 
SALVATION. No third alternative can poſſibly have 
place; and one of thoſe two is unavoidably hanging 
over us. With © Heaven and Earth” to witneſs, 
and before the anxious expectation of the whole 
world, Almighty God has ſet before us LIFE and 
DEATH. Witha wiſdom far beyond our comprehenſion 
He has judged it expedient to place us between theſe 
alternatives ; but, at the ſame time, with a goodneſs 
manifeſt to our experience, He has enjoined us, in 
a manner the moſt pointed and emphatic, “ to 
« CHUSE LIFE, that both VE and OUR POSTE. 
« RITYmay LIVE.” —Thac National DEATH by 
which other nations have been almoſt ſuddenly ſwallow- 
ed up, has but gradually and ſlowly diſplayed its threats 
and terrors to us. TiME, which the weakneſs of man 


{ 
ſo urgently calls for at the proſpect of diiiculty and 
danger, has been granted to us with a condeſcenſion, 
a tenderneſs, and liberality, that nothing but black t 
ingraticude can veil from our light. SURPRISE and | 
DisMay, if ever they exiſted, have had ample time \ 
to waſte their force. That DESPAIR, into which the [ 
heart of man is too apt to fink at the experience of c 
unintermitting calamity, has, in a manner approach- 0 
ing to miraculous, been prevented from taking poſ- 7 
ſeſſion of our boſoms, by the ſignal inſtances of ſucceſs, ſ 
which at different times have broken through the a 
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glo&m, and marked out to view the Almighty and 
Only Cauſe of all ſucceſs, Che fame great events 
have moreover ſhewn us, the PROTECTION Which 
a fearlefs adheſion to duty in the hour of danger can at 
all times draw over us; and have demonſtrated, that 
an unſhaken fortitude, and a determination on our 
part not to flinch till God Jackens our trial, will 
enſure us His favour, and eſtabliſh Our ſecurity.— 
Notwithſtanding, however, all thele unequivocal 


proofs of the Goodnefs of God, we {till find that the 


awful decrees of his J/iſdam are uniform and un- 


. ſhaken, by the progreſs of the calamities which ſlowly, 


but viſibly, are gaining ground towards us.—His 
wiſdom ordains us to a TRIAL ; His goodneſs gives us 
freely the alternative of LiF, and urges us to embrace 


- it;—but at the ſame time, His tremendous wiſdom, 
which contrived the preſent world, and which 


placed virtue and ſuffering ſo cloſely in alliance, has 


_ decreed, that we muſt acquire this LITE, by manfully 


and vigorouſly. combating the approaches of DEATH. 


This is the only conditzon on which He thinks fit to 


award His prize. 


Whoever reads the page of hiſtory with profit wil! 
diſcern, that at diſtant periods of time the ordinary 
character of human events is ſuperſeded, and ſuch 
changes produced and calamities exhibited in the world, 
as ſhall arreſt the thoughts of many, and compel them 
to 7 — the UNIVERSAL MASTER. 1 his is a 
part of the divine government eſſentially connected 
with the moral nature of man. It is this which the 
prophet ſublimely and truly remarks 3 When THY 
<« judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the 
« world WILL LEARN RIGHTEOUSNESS.” — This 
important leſſon is the firſt grand object to which every 
ſyſtem upon earth is ſubordinate; nor need we wonder 
at it, fince the earth itſelf is ſubordinate to it, and 
retains its preſent exiſtence, only in relation to it. 

A 3 I ac- 
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T acknowledge myſelf hopeful enough to embrace it 
as no contemptible token of ſucceſsful iſſue, that we 
appear to be ſomewhat awake to the awfulneſs of our 
ſituation and proſpect. That the formidable ſcenery 
which overhangs and ſurrounds us, calls up in us 
ſentiments of anxiety, N r and concern. That 
we perceive, rather a diminution than an increaſe of 
profligate and wanton revelry. Did we ruſh headlong 
into diſipation and riot, in proportion as danger ad- 
vanced, did we exhibit that iuſenſibility to danger, 
that contemptuous defiance of ruin, which nations 
plunged by corruption into the jaws of perdition, 
always diſplay; our proſpects would be equally deſpe- 
rate. But, the contrary diſpoſition in the breaſts of 
many, may, under God's bleſſing, ripen into a ſymptom 
of proſperous iſſue; and, by the ſame bleſſing, kindle 
3 ſpread into that univerſal blaze of wiſdom, virtue, 
and religion, which can alone encounter and conſume 
our monſtrous and deadly adverſary of impiety, wieked- 
neſs, and diſtraction. In order that this may be, 
however, wiſdom, virtue, integrity, and, in one word, 
REt1G10N, MUST be revived amongſt us, in all their 
energies; and every principle tending to oppoſe, weaken, 
or extinguiſh theſe, muſt be reſolutely cut away. We 
muſt F1RsT determine this in our private boſoms, as 
we are individual members of the ſtate; and THEN, 
as we are collectively a PEOPLE, we muſt lend our united 
eſſyrts to confirm it by the irreſiſtible authority of 
P6nLIC OP1N1oN. FH eſtimable writer has lately 
expoſed the unſound part of all our ſyſtem, the ſeat of 
all our diſorder ; and has exhibited it in the plaineſt 
garb of truth, to the eyes of a people who do not appear 
unwilling to perceive it &. At the ſame time he has 
pointed out a ſafe and certain remedy, via.“ A REFORM” 


* RETORM or RUN: Take your Choice.” by Joux Bow» En, Eſq. 
his Pamphlet has been abridged by its benevolent author, for mo:c 
general diſtribution, 
a not 
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ot an innovation, or mutilation of our GREAT AND 
INCOMPARABLE CONSTITUTION, by whoſe tran- 
ſcendent excellence alone, under Providence, we are 
the great people we are; but — A THOROUGH REFORM 
« of PRINCIPLES and PRACTICES, among/t ALL 
« RANKS of people throughout the kingdom.” —a REFORM 
that ſhall correct and ſubdue equally the IDLENEss 
and INSOLENCE of the Low, and the PROFLIGACY 
and ARROGANCE of the High. © For, ſurely,” (to 
borrow words from the excellent Hooker), © I cannot 
c find any great cauſe of juſt complaint, that good 
« laws have been ſo much wanting to us, as we to 
« them. To ſeek reformation of evil laws, is a 
« commendable endeavour; but, for us, the MORE 
„ NECESSARY is, a ſpeedy redreſs F OURSELVES.” 
If the plans of Providence ſhould lead to this reſult, —- 
and if, while we are doomed to ſharp and ſevere ſervice 
in the proſecution of thoſe plans, we may be able, by 
the ſame operation, to purge and regenerate our own 
morals, no one whoſe mind is qualified to give a judg- 


ment on the caſe will heſitate to pronounce, that ſuch 


a conſequence would be a blefling ſurpaſſing every other, 
which, as a, nation, His Omnipotence could beſtow 
upon us. We ſhall then have “ cheſen” and made ſure 
of **L1FE,” fo, that both ourſelves and our poſterity ſhall 


«K continue,” | 


If we turn from this bright and chearing ſcene, to 


that other terrible alternative, in which “ death” 
becomes our portion, bought by Cow AR DICE, by 
Arosr Ac, by TREACHERVY, and REBELLION 
againſt; the FINAL. OBI Ee of all duty if we con- 
template the ruin of that charge which we were ſtationed 
here to defend, and the conſequences, beyond calcula- 
tion diſaſtrous, which our deſertion muſt bring on- 
we ſhall find a proſpect widely different, open before 
us. We ſhall there behold the deluge of deſolation 
and crime ns: this happy iſland z and 
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our childrens* children, to the lateſt period of time, 
loading with juſt execrations the iet and daftardly race, 


who abandoned for ever, to the arm of rapine and 
of tyranny, their, precious inheritance, which ſo 


many generations, during the ſtruggles of ſo many 
—_— had fo faithfully and valiantly defended 
or them, 


If we examine more minutely the princifle 
through which alane this alternative can take place, 
their hideous nature will make ws ftill more anxious 
to ſhun them. Few there are who can contemplate 
pure and genuine Cow ARDICE, without ſentiments 
of indignation and contempt. But, among the various 
ihapes of cowardice there is one that adds to thoſe 
other ſentiments that of horror ;—this is, a cowardice 
witing with ImertTY ; which conſtitutes the moſt 
hateful condition into which the human ſoul can 
ſink. To fear Gop, is the beginning of all wif- 
dom,—the tion of all virtue—the fpring of all 
perſonal value and the exhauſtleſs ſource of all man- 
fulneſs and courage. To fear, MA, is baſe and 
abject ;—it is equally irrational, unmanly, and im- 
moral. But, to tear MAN more than Gop—to' transfer 
fear from God to man—to let go our fear of God, 
and ſuffer it to faint and to expire before the 
threats and infults of men ;—or, if the Providence of 
God ſhould act in the world by judgments, to transfer 
to the inſtruments of thoſe judgments the awe, reſpect, 
and ſubmiſſion, which can only be due to THE Ix- 
VISIBLE HAND that directs them; this is, a corrup- 
tion of the mind and heart near of kin to idolatry, and 
produced by the ſame affinities. There is, perhaps, no 
iſſue ſo dreadful, ſpeedy, and hopeleſs as this. To fear, 
or to enter into any compromiſe with the fear of man, 
where the rule of duty is znequivacal, and God's will 
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&vowedly adverſe, is an act of diſloyalty and - treaſon 
which His Sovereignty can never permit, 't 


Let us conſider a caſe in point. When the 
Aſſyrian armies overran the whole of Syria, Paleſtine, 
— Idumea ;—when, during three years of unabating 
ſucceſs, they ſecured every ſurrounding conqueſt be- 
fore they advanced . the principal fortreſs of 
Jeruſalem when, prepared at length for this laſt 
conteſt, they proclaimed their threats with enthuſiaſtic 
inſolence to the inhabitants of the city ;—what was 
the progreſs, and what the iſſue of the event ?— 


They ſent forward their heralds to boaſt their uncon- 


querable arms, to blaſpheme the God under whoſe Pro- 
vidence the Hebrew Nation had ſo long flouriſhed, 
and to ſummon the King to ſurrender up his ſove- 
reignty. to the exorbitant tyranny of Aſſyria. And, 
when they were earneſtly exhorted by the officers ap- 
pointed to an interview, not to expreſs their threats 
and blaſphemies in a language familiar to the multitude, 
but in another equally convenient for the purpoſes of a 
conference, they eagerly ſeized upon the opportunity 
preſented for exciting diſcontent and rebellion, in order 
to promote their own ſucceſs by encreaſing the diffi- 
culties of the Hebrew Government. The Aſſyrian 
General, immediately directing his addreſſes from the 
Conflituted Authorities of the kingdom to the diftreſſed 
populace of the city, provoked them, by every argu- 
ment powerful over their imagination and paſſions, 
to throw off their allegiance to their prince, and to 
enter into a treaty with him apart, for their delive- 
rance and ſecurity. © Hearken not to Hezetiab, 
faid he, “ but come forth, and nate PEACE with 
« ME, and every man ſhall eat of his own. vine, and 
« his own fig tree, and every one ſhall drink waters from 
« his own ciſtern, till I carry you away into a country 
1 _ your own) rich in corn and wine, a land of 


read and vineyards, Let not the w—_ ſeduce you, 
3 X 


« by ſaying, that Gop =— deliver you Þ PA 
e 
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The behaviour of the Jewiſh people, at this trying 
moment, was ſuch as to mark them out, for ap- 


/MIRATION and EXAMPLE, to the lateſt generation 


of mankind. Inſpired by fidelity, piety, and courage, — 
ſenſible of the nature of the CRISIS in which they 


ſtood, and of the abſolute dependence of every intere/t 
they poſſeſſed on their conduct in it,—they diſplayed a 


loyalty and ſelf-command __— all praiſe. hey 
refuſed, in any degree, to take a part in the parley; 
they ſuffered all the impieties, blaſphemies, and bra- 
vados of the Aſſyrian to paſs without a reply; and 
they, maintained a reſolute ſilence that no premiſe nor 
provocation could ſeduce.” “ They held their peace, 
« and anſwered him not a word; becaule the order of 
the king was, —Anſwer him not.” — 


Still, however, the evil was encreaſing. When this 
outrageous general had impreſſed on the minds of 
the multitude the pleaſures and benefits they would 
derive from a diſloyal and rebellious peace, he endea- 
voured to deter them from perſevering in their duty, 
by repreſenting the vanity of all reſiſtance which had 
hitherto b2en' oppoſed to the arms of his nation. He 
ſet before their view, the gigantic proportions of the 
empire againſt which they were engaged; he enume- 
rated the cities, fortreſſes, and kingdoms, which it had 
fo lately ſubdued ; he pointed out to them the whole 
of their own country then ſubject to its ſceptre, except- 
ing only the ſingle fortreſs within which they were 
behieged. —What was dreadful in all this picture was, 
that is was ALL TRUE; that this boaſting miſſionary 
exaggerated nothing, but fairly ſtated their unchecked 
career of triumphs and ſucceſs. 


The ſituation, was indeed tremendous ; the danger, 
manifeſt and at hand ;* nor could ſuch circumſtances 
fail to awaken in the parties intereſted, ſentiments and 

fecl- 
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Deliverer. 


But, ſentiments vile and criminal like theſe, found 
no place in the breaſt either of the KING, his CounciL, 
or his PEOPLE. Though the danger awakened a ſharp 
conviction of the inſuthciency of the means they could 
oppoſe, to check or turn the tide that run againſt them, 
yet that conviction only ſeryed to turn their thoughts 
the more ſtxenuouſly, from a contemplation of the 
Aſſyrian armies, to the Inviſible but Almighty Diſpoſer 
of ALL ARMIES AND VICTORIES,—and their hearts, 
inſtead of drooping into cowardice, derived animation 
and ſtrength from a ſenſe of His Supremacy. Far from 
yielding the. ſmalleſt tribute of ſecret admiration or. 
5 of ſubmiſſion or fear, to this hoſt of impious 
and victorious invaders, their arrogance only ſerved to 
provoke indignation and diſguſt; and, in proportion 
as the ſpirit of extravagance was elated in the one, the 
ſpirit of. ſacred ardour was exalted in the other. One 


ſentiment and one affection united this exemplary. 
body; and diſplayed a king and a people in every re- 
ipect worthy of each other. The preparations of the 


2 be- 
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beſiegers only ſerved to increaſe the alacrity of the 


beſieged. The prince, after repairing and ſtrengthen- 
ing his ramparts, and « cauſing ſwords and ſhields, to 
« be made in abundance,” collected his brave adherents 
in a ſpacious part of the city, and encouraged them by 
theſe affecting words: «Be vigorous and courageous, 
be NOT AFRAID NOR DISMAYED on account of the 
« king of Aſlyria, «© nor on account of the multitudes 
„ that are with him; for there iSMORE with vs than 
« with HIM. With HIM is an arm of fleſh, but with vs 
is the LoxD ox Gon to help us, and to fight our 
« battles. And the people relied with confidence on the 


 « words of Hezekiah.” Probably (ſaid the king) God 


will notice theſe words of bla{phemy and audacious 
ſecurity, and will accomplith our deliverance by the 
judgment He ſhall inflict on ſuch impiety. This prince 
was no prophet, neither did he lay any claim to the 
powers of inſpiration. He was a plain, good, and 
pious man, who judged, from the 7 nn of the 
criſis, the paſt experience of God's diſtinguiſhed de- 
liverances, and the ſuitableneſs of the preſent juncture 
to the majeſty of His ſpecial vindication, that it was 
hizhly probable He might intertere, to avenge His own 
great name, and to reſcue a people perievering in 
their duty to the laſt. This judgment was wiſe and 
ſound; it was agrecable in every reſpect with what 
obſervation, reaſon, and religion direct us to ſuppoſe. 
« Man's neccſſity (lays Lord Chancellor Bacon) is God's 
« opportunity ;”* upon this intelligible maxim Hezekiah 
reſted ail his expectations; determined, at the fame 
time, to reſiſt unto the laſt extremity, ſhould ſuch 
prove to be the good pleaſure of God. Had this not 
been in his determination, we may ſafely pronounce, 
that no deliverance would have been aftorded: But, 
thus reſolved he formed his probable opinion. He was 
NOT MISTAKEN ; for he had no ſooner communicated 
kis anxiety and fentiments to the prophet Iſaiah, _ 

1 thats 
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that ſublime oracle preſently relieved the minds of him 
ſelf and his people by returning the few words that 
follow.“ Thus fhall ye ſay unto your maſter: Thug 
&« ſaith the Lord; BR NOT AFRAID of the words 
« which thou haſt heard, wherewith the king of Aſſyria 
« hath blaſphemed Me;—behold, I will tend a blaſt 
« upon him; and he ſhall hear a rumour, and return 
ce to his own land; and I will cauſe him to fall by the 
« {word in his own land —He ſhall ſhall xf come 
tinto this city, nor ſhoot an arrow there, nor come 
« before jt with ſhields, nor raiſe a bank againſt it, 
e By the way that he came, by the ſame ſhall he return, 
© and ſhall Nor CO INTO THIS CITY, faith the 
©« Lord,” The ſudden and dreadful deſtruction of 
thoſe formidable forces which ſpeedily followed this 
denunciation * and the rumour” which called the 
Aſſyrian king back into his own capital, where he fell 
by the hands of his two ſons ;—theſe conſtituted the 
awful fulfilment of the deliverance, which piety and 


faith firmly expected, and which a watchful Providencs 


ſeaſonably afforded. 


And here, in remarking on the protection aud pro- 
ſperity extended to Hezekiah and his people, it is very 
material that we ſhould obſerve, that his reign was 
diſtinguiſhed by the molt energetic endeavours on his 
part, to revive the fading influence of religion which 
had grievouſly abated;; and, on the part of. his people, 
by a fervent and effectual co-operation with thoſe en- 
deavours: ſo that, (as Dean Prideaux obſerves} & the 
« true worſhip of was AGAIN univerſally re- 
& /tored throughout all the land; and they might have 
received a blefling proportionable, had they with 
the ſame, zeal per/z/ted in it.“ þ 49808 


The ground of confidence upon which the king and 
people of Jeruſalem repoſed, and which reſpected 


22 Kings xix.— 2 Chron. XXxii.—Iſaiah xxxvii, 
+ Prideaux's Connection, vol. I. p. 23. 
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#0 leſs God's direction of ordinary agencies than his 


diſplay of ſupernatural power, lies open freely to ur 


all, provided we take care to furniſh ourſelves with 

the only quality which can enable us to uſe it; viz.— 

Reliance on God's Providence; and a determination 

— adhere faithfully to duty, feari ig 19 one, but 
IM. 


That ſupernatural efforts ſhould be made in our favour, 
is not more beyond the bounds of our expectation, 
than it ought to be beyond the limits of our deſire. 
The ordinary agencies of the world, and the innume- 
rable means and inſtruments within the reach of our 
induſtry, are more than ſufficient, under God's direction, 
to work out our PRESERVATION. But the firſt and 
determining principle of this important reſult muſt 
ariſe from within ourſelves. We muſt there kindle and 
feed the ſpark of virtue, of obedience, and of piety. 
We muſt cheriſh and cultivate in ourſelves eve 
ſentiment tending to produce and ſtrengthen a ſpirit 
of ſocial union, of temper, and tranquillity, If WE 
at NATIONALLY from theſe principles, and are 
reſolved to expel profligacy, effeminacy, depravity, 
diſorder, and ſedition from amongſt us; if we call up 
a character of fortitude, of ſeverity, of hardy virtue ; 
and raiſing ourſelves above the FEAR of every 
human power, ſurrender up the whole of THAT 
SENTIMENT to the Only \ oy which is OMN1- 
POTENT then, we ſhall obtain a ſure earneſt 
of the Divine Deliverance, and may expect it 
with a confidence as ſtrongly grounded as that of 
Hezekiah. Though we look for no avenging angel, 
no fire from earth or from heaven to overwhelm our 
enemies; yet we may impreſs upon our minds, that, 
ſo long as the powers of the winds and ſeas, the 


thoughts and paſſions of men, and the iſſue of battles, 
are under the ſecret control of God, ſo long His Omni- 


potence may direct and turn them all to the — 
1 i 0 


of 
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of thoſe, who co-operate with His Will with fidelity 
and courage. | 


move theſe powers to His pleaſure, is no where 
more ſignally demonſtrated, than in the annals of this 
our great and favoured country. If, among many 
other inſtances, we look back. two hundred years to 
the period, when the Spaniſh Empire, then at the 
higheſt pinnacle of its power, directed its whole 
energy to the deſtruction of this little kingdom, 
we thall perceive the ful} force of this remark, 
When the feeble condition of the Engliſh Crown 
appeared to place it beyond every means of making 
effectual reſiſtance ;—when, during three ſucceeding 
years, all the riches, navy, and armies of Spain, were 
engaged in preparing, an armament that was to be 
IvvixciBLE ;—when(the ſovereignty of the coaſts of 
Flanders and of Holland, afforded incalculable ad- 
vantage to the invaders ; while the infant navy of 
England appeared utterly incapable of reſiſting an 
adverſary fo gigantic when no ally appeared among 
the powers of Europe to eſpouſe the Engliſh cauſe ;— 
when the rancour of bigotry (which affected to pro- 
pagate religion by perſecution, as our preſent adver- 
ſaries to propagate freedom by tyranny) gave to enmity 
its ſharpeſt edge; - and when, at length, this mighty 
force was completed, and, arrived 1N SAFETY on the 
CoasTs of CORNWALL ; the ſituation of Elizabeth and 
of England was not leſs deſperate, than that of Hezekiah 
and Jeruſalem. There appeared no human means of 
reſiſtance, not only not equal with, but not bearing 
any proportion to, the aflault impending. Yet, what 
was the iſſue? No interpoſition, that we call miracu- 
lous, produced the failure, of that great and favourite-- 
ſcheme; but, natural cauſes, —or rather natural effetts . 
under an Irreſiſtible Manager, produced that total 
defeat, by which the country was preſerved on 


| 
| 
How various the ways are by which He can 
| 
| 
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the very brink of deſtruction.— England was not then 
to be annihilated; ſhe was deſtined to act a diſtinguiſhed 
part in the reſtoration of religion, and the cultivation 
of the human mind; this deſtiny was ſealed by God, 
and the hand of man was impotent againſt it, Like 
our furious and implacable enemies of the preſent 
day, the INVINCIBLE SPANIARD was determined to 
deſtroy England in the heart of her Metropolis * 
nevertheleſs, © he did not come into this city—nor ſhoot 
% an arrow there—nor come before it with ſhields 
% nor raiſe a bank againſt it;—by the way that he 
came, by the ſame did he return, and did NOT ENTER 
« INFO THIs CITY,” 


The monient choſen by the Spaniſh power to attempt 
our deſtruction, was the very moment in which Pro- 
vidence had ſecretly decreed the diſmemberment of its 
dominions, and the downfal of its pre-eminence. The 
failure} of the grand plan of IN VASION was ſpeedily 


followed by the firſt convulſions which ſhook the 


Spaniſh throne, and brought its conſequence into that 
decline which it has ever ſince gradually purſued; 
Let us only have faith enough to believe it poſſible at leaſt 
that a ſimilar deliverance may now be extended to us, 
and a ſimilar deſtiny overtake our lawlefs adverſary. 
Though we may reaſonably expect that a ſharper con- 
flict will be now required, from our preſent maturity of 
vigour, yet let us not merit a contrary iſſue, by a leſs 
faithful and manly employment of our many, than our 


* « The plan formed by the king of Spain was, that the Armada 
mould fail to the coaſt oppoſite to Dunkirk and Newport; and having 
chaſed away all Engliſh or Flemiſh veſſels which might obſtruct the 


paſſage, (for it was never ſappoſed they could make oppoſition), ſhould 


join themſelves with the Duke of Parma, ſhould thence make ſail to 
Tie Tuanxs, and having landed the whole Spaniſh army, bus complete 
AT ONE BLOW THE WHOLE CoNQUEST or EnGLAND.” Hume's 
Hiſt, Engl. Vol. V. p. 340. p 
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anceſtors of their ſcanty reſources. Let us endeavour 


to falſify, by the energy of our example, the dreadful 
axiom of the heathen, that There is LRSS VIGOUR 
in the Goop than in the BAD“ Minor vis boms 
« quam malis inet.” And let nothing extort from us that 
deſperate ſentiment, Why ſhould we wait for God 
any longer ?”—but let us, on the contrary, «tarry His 
leiſure, and be ſtrong ;” let us © nor FEAR, but 
« wait and witneſs His ſalvation.” 


But we need not look ſo far back for examples 
of protection; many and ſtriking are the inſtances 
which our own eyes have witneſſed, and our own 
experience taſted. Internal turbulence, in ſpite of 
war and faction, has been allayed : weakneſs, in ſpite 
of exertion, has been converted into ſtrength and 
alarm, in ſpite of danger, into confidence. When did 
the power of Providence over the hearts and paſſions 
of men ever diſplay itſelf (to . thofe who have eyes to ſee! } 
in a manner fo nearly approaching to miraculous, as 
in the laſt year; when the moral bonds by which alone 
our political exiſtence is held together, were ſuddenly 
burſt aſunder, and as ſuddenly repaired? When the very 
theatre of deadly rebellion was transformed into a 
theatre of loyalty and duty; and when the very hands 
that held THE DAGGER to the heart of Britain, in 
a few weeks placed HER BRIGHTEST' LAUREL on her 
brow ?* —An event, I believe, in all its relations and 
circumſtances, without its parallel in the moral hiſtory 
of man ! Theſe, if I do not greatly miſtake, are ſufficient 
evidence, that God can ny does overrule the hearts of 
men, and the powers of nature. That he will do fo, 
in any particular inſtance, muſt depend altogether 
upon moral principles. What theſe principles 
are, has been ſtated in general; viz, a virtuous 


»The Victory over the Dutch Fleet, Oct. 17, 1797 
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"Ettdenicy,; in tlie bulk of thoſe who compoſe the 
/ Britiſh nation. Which tendency it it is eaſy for us 

to promote, if we poſſeſs it, or it is yet eaſy for us to 
*gequire, if we poſſeſs it not; but, that all our final 
: hopes of national ſalvation depend ultimately upon 
It, is a poſition which I hold to be MANIFEST AND 
-ANCONTROVERTIBLE. 


WY 


+ —" OO are the lights hung out to ſhew us the courſe 
that leads to virtue and to ſafety; many and ſkilful 
are the guides who ſtand ready to conduct us. To 
them I refer my readers *, And I ſhall conclude iſ - 

"theſe reflections with two remarks, which appear toil 
me, in the prefent convulfed Rate of popular ideas, | 


both pertinent and important. | 
z 


15 I And Firſt, e e ſervile flatteries 
e which the hypocriſy and cunning of Faction can 
deſcend, in order to advance its own progreſs to 
authority and power, I ſhall affirm, that the inferior 
orders of the community are f a whit leſs corrupt 
in mind than the higher; that a depraved ſpirit of 
SeLF-WILL, reſiſting the rights of reaſon, and of 
conſcience, is very equally, diftuſed among ALL. — 
That the 'ARROGANCE of the high is amply matched 
by the ' INSOLENCE of the low; the profligacy, 
. religion, diffipation, and duplicity of the one, by the | 
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| * Tt would be vain and ſuperfluous 10 attempt to enumerats them 
here—they are found in every ſhop. But I muſt rematk, that if, amor 
them, our old and learned Divines were more familiarly reſorted to; — 
if Barrow, Taylor, South, Sherlock, Secker, and many others, were 
called back into faſhionable notice; the omen would he moſt con- 
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idleneſs, audacity, vanity, and knavery of the othes; 
In this ſtate of things, therefore, no one claſs of the 
community has any ſuperior pretext for taking umbrage 
at another, but ALL have ample and equal caule to 
be diſcontented with THEMSELVES, 1 


If indeed, we take a rigid view of things, and con- 
ſider the corruption of vice into which opulent 
nations have fallen, we may ſafely affirm, that no 
nation has ever yet exiſted on the earth, and reached 


to our eminence of wealth and refinement, which 


has at the ſame time retained ſo much of moderation 
and decorum, ſo many inſtances of virtue, ſo many ex- 
amples of religion, as diſplay themſelves in the opu- 
lent claſſes of our Society, If the private virtues of 
a nation deſcend by example from its Hz ap, honour 
and truth will pronounce, that private virtue /hould be 
plentiful amongſt us; for honour and truth pledge 
themſelves to this that brighter examples of it are 
very rarely met with, even where the temptations to 
vice are leſs numerous or ſeductive. The habits of 
near forty years, may perhaps lead us to eonſider it as 


the natural order of things; but, when the inexorable 


hand of time ſhall have awakened our conviction, and 
ſhall have reduced us to the ſad neceſſity of looking 
Fack for it to the records of memory, we ſhall then 
bear witneſs to the virtues which political jealouſy 
would baſely conceal. Whatever they may be, I ſhall 
leave them to the future hiſtorian, equally free from 


the 
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the a des of courtly e and factious 
malignity, 


6 


II. There are ſom? pious men, who have ſought 
to raiſe Chriſtianity to ſuch airy heights, as to render 
it irreconcileable with the neceſſary and ordained 
plan on which all human ſocieties muſt exiſt, Full 
of juſt and holy admiration at that character, which 
renders it equally applicable to the whole human race, 
they are not aware that they entirely overlook the 
particular relations by which it unites in with the 
Hitem of local diſtinctions; an arrangement not leſs 
depending upon principles implanted by the God of 
Nature, than the diſpenſation of Chriſtianity itfelf,--- 
« When the Moſt High divided to the Nations their 
c inheritance; when He feparatcd the ſons of Adam;“ 
,—< when He diſperſed them over the ſurface of the 
£ whole earth; ſeparating their local intereſts by 
the impediments of language and of diſtance 3 He 
then eſtabliſhed THAT SysTEM, which the preſent 
earth muſt retain as long as it ſhall continue. The 
Principles on which it is eſtabliſhed, being thoſe of 
unerring and immutable Wiſdom; become the ground 
of a ſyſtem of relative duties, which reaſon points 
out to us, and which Chriſtianity in no manner con- 
tradicts. Among theſe duties is that, which we call 
PATRIOTISM -a duty, that Chriſtianity, far from 
. JannihiJating, corrects, purifies, and exalts. It reſtores 
it to its genuine nature, of dutiful ſubjefion, faithfuf 
* and tender affefion, to the authority under 
whoſe 
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whoſe care it has pteaſed God to place us. It cleanſes 
it from pride, inſolence, ambition, tyranny, c „or 
revenge, by which it was too frequently diſgraced in the 
heathen world; and leaves ita ſteady fidelity to duty, 
a ready devotion of our Lives and PROPERTY in ſup- 
port of, and © ſubjeCtion to, the Higher Power“ 
under which Providence has enrolled us; under which 
our firſt and deareſt ties exiſt; and whoſe long ex- 
perienced protection cannot fail to awaken ſentiments 
of gratitude and love, in hearts rightly and naturally 
diſpoſed. That we are never to put our lives in dan- 
ger, is what I conceive no refining pietiſt will venture 
to maintain ;—that we are never to hazard them in 
war, is what can never be alleged upon the autho- 
rity of Chriſt. HE knew the ſyſtem of this earth, 


and accordingly left us to encounter that hazard 


whenever the ſenſe of duty enjoined it; but, When 
when duty did enjoin it, then to exhibit neither fear 
nor heſitation. an...” them that kill the body” 

—did he teach; e that ſeeketh to ſave his life, 
„ ſhall loſe it.” — W batſoever we take in hand to doy 
we are commanded to “ do it n as to 
« the Lord, and not unto men.” And becauſe we 
may juſtly conjecture, that fear is the ſentiment that 
determines all thoſe who deſert from the dangers of 
duty to the viſionary ſecurity of apoſtacy, whatever 
plauſible excuſe they may ſet up; ſo we find, that 
the W AND AOMIN ABLE“ are joined 
together, 23 — diſtinguiſhed amongſt 
thoſe, 


abounds, 


[ 22 ] 
thoſe, whoſe depravity has conſigned them to de- 


of 


23 a ſenſe of our CORRUPTION ſhould cauſe our 
FEAR, yet even 1n this caſe we are furniſhed with a 


rule capable of diſpelling at once all our alarm. 
« FEAR NoT!” ſaid Samuel to the Hebrew people, 
when their <riminality had brought up6n them this 
impreſion;—© FEAR NOT; YE HAVE DONE all this 
„ great evil, YET turn not from following the 
&« Lori your God.” By a ſincere and vigorous effort 
to ſtep back from corruption, the only reaſonable 
cauſe for fear is taken away, and a ſolid ground-work 
laid for our confidence and ſecurity, We may 
then be able to apply to our own caſe ſome of thoſe 
comforts, with which the page of Scripture fo richly 


[ 


Who art thou, that thou ſhouldeſt 
«BE AFRAID or MAN that ſhall die, and 
« forgetteſt THE LORD Thy MAKER ?--- 
And haſt feared continually every day, 
25 BECAUSE or THE FURY OF THE op- 
« PRESSOR, as if he were ready to deſtroy ? 
& And WHERE Is THE FURY OF THE op- 
© PRESSOR 7 — 


— Aſtociate yourſelves, O ye people, and 
ye ſhall be broken in pieces; -gird your- 
„ ſelves, 


E23 An 
* ſelves, and ye ſhall be broken in pieces. 
+ ...Take counſel together, and it ſhall 
come to nougnt ; ſpeak the word, and 
it ſhall not ſtand; ror Gop 1s wiTu vs, 


4 Say ye not A CONFEDERACY !---nei- 
ther fear ye their fear, nor be afraid. 
* Sanctify the Lord of Hoſts Himſelf, and 
let Him be your FEAR, and let Hin be 


* youR DREAD; and HE ſhall be for 
a SANCTUARY,” 


* 


— 
29309 


THE END, 
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